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School Time on Telescopes
• Current:

• UK schools: ~4 hours per day per telescope (FTN and FTS)

• Hawaii schools: 2-3 hours per night on FTN

• Australian schools: time on the queue (undersubscribed)

• ~200 regular users, ~2000 registered users primarily in UK and 
Europe

• Eventually:

• 0.4m Telescope Network (usable in both queue and real-time)

• Open to all schools and other learners

• Online based education



Schools and Microlensing
• Have the schools help with some microlensing 

observations

• Set up urgent request list automatically updated 
available on education section of website (already 
provided via ARTIMiS)

• Schools get to participate and contribute to 
ongoing scientific research

• Observations will automatically be picked up by 
Robonet pipeline



What Do Microlensing Alerts Look Like?
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What do Teachers need?

Object Priority RA Dec Exp. 
Time Filter Finder 

Chart
Light 

Curve

KB08409 1 15:33:15.5 +05:33:30.0 20 sec Bessell-R
link to 

ARTIMiS, 
Robonet

OB08422 URGENT 13:56:42.2 -03:12:25.1 10 sec Bessell-R
link to 

ARTIMiS, 
Robonet

Include information about Microlensing:
who, what, when, why, how

Short, sweet, & to the point!



Variable star V867Ara
Light curve using the Muhlenberg on 

2007/08/08 by Rachel Street

Asteroid 1998 BP26
Taken with FTN on 2007/02/13
By the Spaceguard Centre

Rotation curve of Asteroid 
(216) Kleopatra taken as a 
joint project by several UK 
schools

Expansion rate of the Crab Nebula as 
measured by Olivia Gomez – 

8% of the speed of light!

Extrasolar planet TrES-3 on FTN
Observed by Marton Hidas

A Few Other Projects


